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From: Jessica Stanley
To: Sunny Rosser
Subject: FW: 2946 Palmer Rd
Date: Thursday, February 15, 2024 1:34:01 PM

-----Original Message-----
From: 
Sent: Thursday, February 15, 2024 12:43 PM
To: Jessica Stanley <Jessica.stanley@rdn.bc.ca>
Cc: Kari Miller <kmiller@rdn.bc.ca>;  Leanne Salter <leanne.salter@rdn.bc.ca>
Subject: 2946 Palmer Rd

[Some people who received this message don't often get email from  Learn why this is
important at https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

 EXTERNAL     Verify links before clicking.

atttention Bylaw Officer Miller
I writing this letter in support of PL2024-006 – 2946 Palmer Rd Non-Farm Use Application.

Tina and Dan’s driveway goes within  of my house. If anyone was going to be disturbed by the activities on
their property, it would be me. I am not at all.

I appreciate them, and what they do for our agricultural community and animal training and advocacy , so I am
happy to support their application for Non-Farm Use . They have worked very hard to create an active and joyous
and educational environment over the years here .

Respectfully,     David A Barrett.   



From: Jessica Stanley
To: Sunny Rosser
Subject: FW: PL2024-006- SUPPORT for 2946 Palmer Rd Non-farm Use Application
Date: Thursday, February 15, 2024 1:35:03 PM

-----Original Message-----
From: Leanne Salter <leanne.salter@rdn.bc.ca>
Sent: Thursday, February 15, 2024 11:37 AM
To: Jessica Stanley <jessica.stanley@rdn.bc.ca>
Subject: FW: PL2024-006- SUPPORT for 2946 Palmer Rd Non-farm Use Application

-----Original Message-----
From: Tamara Hockley 
Sent: Thursday, February 15, 2024 11:36 AM
To: Kari Miller <kmiller@rdn.bc.ca>
Cc: Leanne Salter <leanne.salter@rdn.bc.ca>
Subject: PL2024-006- SUPPORT for 2946 Palmer Rd Non-farm Use Application

[You don't often get email from . Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

 EXTERNAL     Verify links before clicking.

To whom it may concern;

This letter is in support of the non-farm use application submitted for 2946 Palmer Rd.

I strongly believe that these non-farm activities provide very valuable opportunities for the community that nurture
good pet/animal ownership/husbandry and quality of life, which DIRECTLY promotes better practices and animal
welfare in farming activities. They provide opportunities for the next generation to learn about proper animal care
and provide a bridge for urban dwellers to become more familiar with the activities essential to food production.

The “hot topic” in farming/agriculture these days is sustainability. While this is usually discussed in relation to
crops/soil health and livestock selection, the underlying principle pertains to activities that will allow us to thrive,
long into the future, without causing long term degradation and detriment to the ecosystem. We are part of that
ecosystem—  if we are prohibited from adapting our ways of life to make them more sustainable, then all farming
will eventually cease in this area due to costs of living and the preferences of the select few. The ability to adapt is
the key to sustainability of the farming lifestyle. Tina and Dan are a perfect success story in this regard; they have
created an additional source of income to support their goal of living a rural, actively farming, lifestyle. They are
leaders within the community and provide countless beneficial opportunities through BOTH the agricultural and
non-agricultural activities they provide. The letters of protest against these activities are unfounded and have lead to
significant undue hardship for this family.

As society’s awareness of mental health, and our understanding of contributing factors continues to improve, it is
becoming more evident that the confines of the “virtual existence” are detrimental to both our physical and mental
health. The current and potential "non-farm use” activities available at 2946 Palmer Rd. are well-aligned with the
intentions of social prescribing, which has been repeatedly demonstrated to have immediate and long-lasting
positive effects for all those involved. The activities they provide are fully inclusive and relevant for individuals of
all ages and abilities. These activities are not available elsewhere within a reasonable distance and are attended by



members of the community as well as visitors from the island and mainland. Visitors mean more opportunities for
other local businesses, improving the local economy.

As a life-long farmer and large animal veterinarian, I have lived on Palmer Rd. for 3yrs after moving to the island
from Alberta. Tina and Dan welcomed my family to the neighbourhood warmly and offered their assistance if ever
needed. I can tell you, that kind of warm welcome is priceless and rare in today’s rural communities where
“outsiders” are often excluded or isolated by long-time residents. I was actually unaware of the non-farm activities
that were being held on the property just a “few doors down” until I met them- to date, there is no evidence that I
can find to suggest these activities are occurring, other than when I hear from excited participants or the owners
themselves. In the past year, I have not noticed any increase in road traffic or noise that I could attribute to being
generated from this property. I have not heard any unreasonable dog barking and have never had any negative
interactions with dogs that may have been on this property. The letters in protest portray a “lack” of farm use on this
property which could not be further from the truth; there are multiple avenues of active farming activities including
hay cropping, poultry and produce.

If we compare this property to my other neighbours, they lead by example. Someone in the neighbourhood violates
our privacy with a drone which has been above my yard and garden on many occasions. 

 has, on multiple occasions, come into our yard and aggressively
threatened to attack until we have defended ourselves. The owner has warned us that the dog will bite us, but has not
made any effort to reinforce  and have no ability to recall their dog. We cannot be outside on our own
property without a shovel or bear-banger and every time I hear them calling their dog, I fear an attack may be
pending.  This upsets my dog, who
loves kids and thinks someone is hurt.

It seems as though a few select individuals are targeting a rural family and their way of life based on their personal
perceptions/opinions, which do not reflect the intent/principle of the rules set out by the ALR. They are
manipulating the district in attempts to serve their own purpose/ideals. I commend the efforts and activities of the
owners at 2946 Palmer Rd. and will stand in support of this “non-farm” use as I feel it directly, positively impacts
the sustainability of farming and our rural community. Acting against the non-farm use on this property will not
“increase” nor “restore” farm activity. It will create a void in the community, a loss of revenue for the family AND
local businesses and decrease the number of acres actively in farm use.

Thank you for your time,

Dr. Tamara Hockley DVM













We live on Pratt Rd and drive by both 'deny' requesters' driveways when
we leave our property at various times of the day and evening. Not once have
we ever heard any noise coming from the applicant’s property. We have also
been on the property on multiple occasions to pick up hay for our livestock,
and to purchase eggs, and have not noticed any noise. When Pat's shoulder was
injured, they assisted her by loading our bales, which was much appreciated.
The people who own this property are good neighbours, very engaged with the
community and have made positive contributions to the people who live here.
Our family’s quality of life has been enhanced by their having moved to the
neigbourhood as we know that we can count on them for any help that might be
needed. In short, they are supportive, respectful and considerate community
members.

We emphatically support this application.

Sincerely,

Pat and Kevin Woods






